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Assessment:

I have always had a passion towards leading a career in the medical field, specifically in the
pediatric profession. I am excited and looking forward to my ISM journey on learning the essentials in
becoming a pediatric immunolgist and knowing the basics behind the profession. I have a basic
understanding of the necessary requirements and foundational skills needed to achieve a position as a
specialized pediatrician but to become successful in such an area, a deeper understanding of this field is
required. Through extensive research on the basics of pediatric immunology with web and research
articles, I have gained knowledge on the general background of this field; how it started, how this field
was morphed into a separate research branch of itself, as well as the technical aspects into becoming a
pediatric immunologist and where to began from.

In an article simply named “Allergy and Immunology”, it explained the basics of being an
Allergist or Immunologist and the necessary steps it takes to becoming a practicing doctor. This field has

a range of opportunities both in the research area as well as the clinical practice department. Allergy and
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Immunology revolves around treating patients and diseases related to the immune system or with
respiratory system problems that have been frequently been diagnosed. I have always had a passion in
working with kids and being in an environment surrounded by kids, hence the interest in the
specialization of a pediatric immunologist. The basic job description of a pediatric immunologist
according to the article states that I must be able devote 40 hours per week as a subspecialist in this
field. Much of the work load is dependent on the practice setting but inpatient care as well as on call
duties require weekend attendance at times as well. In order to become a pediatric immunologist
certification from the American Board of Allergy and Immunology, American Board of Pediatrics and
American Board of Internal Medicine is required. The article summarized the basics of entering this field
and prepares me for what is to come. The information allowed me to decide what classes I should
continue to take throughout high school and what majors I may want to consider for the future.

The second article called “Introducing Pediatric Immunology touched base with the general
characteristics and qualities of a pediatric immunologist. It described how immunology recently became
a well known medical field as before it was applied in the use of ing disease and disorder. I learned
that there are thousands of job opportunities and availabilities for a general Allergist/Immunologist as
those are in need of but specialized pediatric doctors are plentiful and are now not urgently needed in
the medical society. Air borne diseases affect the world population in general on a day to day basis
whether it is as simple as the influenza virus or as consistent and threatening as asthma, the urgent need
for Allergists our immunologists in our society has increased in the past decade. This article also
mentioned the basic salaries regarding scarcity of the profession. I knew that an average pediatrician
earned around $200,000 a year, but a specialized pediatrician of any sort will earn 5% more annually

increasing the value of a pediatric immunology.



Lastly, I read about the history of pediatric allergy and immunology in an article titled “The
history of pediatric immunology”. Immunology is a broad and general field of study that hits every main
part of the pediatrics study. The article helped me understand the importance of getting out in my
community and applying such factual information to real life situations. The whole point of ISM is to
explore our career interests and applying them to our lives to get a feel of what it is like to be in the real
world. I felt like I was able to connect with this article because it gave me advice on how to adapt such
a vast field on day to day life. Immunology is such a common topic that pertains to everyone considering
the airborne diseases that are highly contagious. This has helped me to understand the work that will go
into ISM.

All three documentations have helped me to understand my given ISM topic and the required
basics needed to become a pediatric immunologist. Although practicing is something that I’ve always
wanted to pursue my career in, medical research has come to a point of interest in my study. I have
gained more knowledge on the basic difference between allergy and immunology and how both
contribute to each other. I have a basic understanding of the educational requirements and what it means
to be “dedicated”. I hope that my ISM journey will really bring out my passion and love towards the

medical field.
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